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00:10 

CD: Victor, thank you for coming down this morning. We really 
appreciate it. If we could just start off, if you could just say your name 
so the people transcribing this get it right. 


00:24 
VM: Victor Miranda. M-I-R-A-N-D-A. 


(CREW INTERRUPTION) 00:32 TO 00:49 


CD: If we could just start off by introducing yourself and telling us 
where you come from originally. 


00:56 

VM: Uh I came from Black Meadow, Louisiana, a little city of about 
52,000. And uh, oh I guess it about 13 miles south of Baton Rouge. 
And I...uh, grew up there, and went to LSU, and from LSU I joined the 
Navy, and here I am today. 


01:25 
CD: What made you want to join the Navy? 


01:29 

VM: Well, the uh...I was in pre-med and...at the University and I 
wanted to be a lawyer, so I decided the best way to get out of it is to 
go into the service. 


(CREW INTERRUPTION) 01:33 TO 02:20 
CD: So what made you want to join the Navy Victor? 


VM: I, just went from uh...it was the first one I came up to So it... 
There was five of us and I was the only one that passed, believe it or 
not, heh. So it, I just didn’t want to be a doctor. 


02:43 


CD: Could you tell us the story of your enlistment? How old you were, 
when you did it, where you went to basic? 


02:48 

VM: Uh...I guess I was 19, maybe 18, let’s see 1940...uh and I went 
through basic at the Naval Training Center at San Diego, which is 
now Liberty Station. From there I went aboard the USS Oklahoma. 
And from the Oklahoma, I got off September 6, 1940, to Ford Island, 
and that was my home until 1945. 


03:24 
CD: What was your rank, and title, and job aboard the Oklahoma? 


3:33 

VM: Well I really did nothing. I worked in the baker shop for a while. 
And uh...at that time there were no bunks on the ship, we had to...uh 
string hammocks to sleep in. Then...but uh, I wasn’t aboard that long. 
Just unt...from November to December, and I got off of her...when I 
got to Ford...uh North...uh Ford Island. 


03:57 
CD: What was your job at Ford Island? What did you do? 


VM: Well at that time I was just a boot seaman. I was uh working as 
the fly department. And uh...during the day I was a...watchacall... 
supply man for the-for the ships and stations around the base. Then 
in-on duty days I was the gas gang, gassing up airplanes, old PBYs. 


04:28 
CD: Could you describe what life on Hawaii was like when you first 
got there? 


04:35 

VM: It was beautiful, and uh it was really an experience to see the-see 
the islands. And uh...the beaches were gorgeous, and the surrounding 
area was beautiful. And then after December 7 it’s a complete 
different makeover. Barbed wire all over the beaches were...deserted, 
and messed up from barbed wires and whatnot, to prevent people 
from coming in and going out. And uh the whole island changed 
completely from...That time it was the territory Hawaii, not a state 
then, and uh... The Governor was relieved by a general who became 
the martial-the governor. For but-till 1943. It was all military, but it 
was a complete change of scenery all over the islands. 


05:41 


CD: What was life like aboard the Oklahoma when you were 
underway to the islands? 


05:50 

VM: It was just uh, me...I enjoyed it ‘cause uh I was working ina 
bakers shop. I was in my glory then ‘cause I had previously worked in 
a bakers shop in Louisiana. And uh...it really, I was enjoying myself in 
the uh whole area. 


06:04 
CD: Do you remember what you did on December 6? 


VM: December 6? 
CD: The day before. 


06:12 

VM: Uh...I think I was on Liberty, really. And uh, that lasted when I... 
until December 7 I was over at the Hospital Point uh waiting for 
colors and going to breakfast and our liberty boat was got shot up and 
I couldn’t make it over there. 


(CREW INTERRUPTION) 6:34 to 07:08 
CD: Could you walk me through your day on December 7? What you 
saw, where you were? 


07:14 

VM: I was uh on Liberty and uh I was going back to my base at Ford 
Island, but I was waiting for colors under the flagpole, uh and there 
was a navy nurse uh waiting for her boyfriend going on to Salt Lake 
City going out. And uh before we knew it why we were peppered out 
with gunfire from a uh Kamikaze going over which crashed into the 
Naval Hospital area. And we just froze so we, I uh... She wanted to 
know what she would do, so I says, “Go back to your ward, wherever 
it’s at.” Then I uh...I uh went to get my liberty boat and it was all shot 
up, and I couldn’t get back, so... I report to the nearest commanding 
officer, which was the Naval Hospital, and uh... They ask for 
volunteers and uh s-myself and another m-marine volunteered. We 
were the only ones that had first aid training. And uh I got assigned to 
the burn ward, which is really an experience of my life that I never 
want to relive. 


08:33 
CD: What actions did you take that day? What did you do? 


VM: I-I couldn’t do nothing. I went to a....to a gun emplacement 
where the army had there when uh, uh, they didn’t need any help so 
uh...I went back and...got my assignment from my commanding 
officer, and he assigned me to the burn ward, and we was working 12 
on and 12 off with the patients being brought in from the uh... from 
the waters and the ships that got bombed. And then uh burn and uh, 
and normally you don’t see no tattoos on me, but those sailors that 
had tattoos had the skin crusted up an eighth, a quarter of an inch, 
and they had to cut ‘em off from the infection and...uh. I finally got 
myself educated enough to do that, and uh give ‘em IVs, and a lot of 
times the only place where you could shoot an IV was through the 
ankles, because everything was burned up, and uh...I guess the best 
person to remember during that area was the uh, sailor named 
Lightfoot, who was completely burned from head to foot, I mean 
crusted, and he outlived but despite everybody over there but uh... 
wasn’t even burned that much, but he survived to many, well I left the 
hospital he was still living, but he died after that. And he was one of 
the news uh headliners for many, many months over there. 


10:18 
CD: Were you aware of any rising tensions between Japan and the 
United States? 


VM: What’s that again? 


CD: Were you aware of any tensions between Japan and the United 
States? 


10:30 
VM: N-No. (CREW INTERRUPTION) 


10:54 
CD: Were you aware of any inkling of an attack on the horizon? 


VM: No, as the uh names around uh my wife’s house-house where we 
live, and then uh... were mostly Japanese and uh...They were all 
friends you know and...at the time you know nobody’s expecting 
anything, but...later on when they uh, uh start checking through the J- 
Japanese Americans over there they found a couple of them with 
transmitters. In fact the guy that crashed at the Naval Hospital was a 
student at Kamehameha, and he still had his ring on his finger. 


11:40 
CD: What went through your mind when you first saw those planes? 


VM: Uh...I guess you don’t have time to sit and think what to do. I just 
looked up and saw meatballs you know and...every time I saw a 
meatball I’d just try to duck you know. But uh we shot down a many of 
our own planes because at that time the unh...our planes had a white 
star with a meatball in the center, and we shot down a many of our 
own planes then...and so, but... uh, they were just, uh. I don’t know 
how to explain it, it’s just a day that...every time you heard a plane 
you duck. 


12:29 
CD: Did you - were you able to see what happened in the harbor to 
the ships? 


VM: Oh yes, definitely. I saw the battle ships go down, and then uh... 
exploding. And I saw the island being hit. I had a good vantage point 
‘cause uh, the uh...the hospital is sitting right on the hospital point we 
call it and you can see the whole Ford Island area. And uh, it’s a day, 
in my mind I said, “There goes my home.” And uh because you could... 
It was just devastating. 


13:06 
CD: Did you see the Oklahoma get hit? 


VM: What’s that? 
CD: Did you see the Oklahoma get hit? 


13:11 
VM: Sure did. She got one right through the stack. I think she took 
seven fish all together. Fish torpedo, heh heh. So, but... 


13:27 
CD: What did you think about when you saw that-, because you were 
stationed there the day before, right? 


13:33 
VM: Well I was on the island for over a year then. I got on island 
December 6, 1940, so a year and a day actually. 


13:45 
CD: What did you feel when you saw your old ship rolling over? 


VM: Well I didn’t see her roll over, but I saw her get hit with the 
bomb. Uh, I just felt sorry for the guys that I knew aboard, that’s all 
I... There was nothing else I could do. I think I treated some of them 
in the burn ward, but a lot of them didn’t make it. 


14:10 
CD: Did you see the Arizona...take the bomb? 


VM: No I didn’t see that one, I just... My vantage point was really 
towards the, uh West Virginia, the Maryland, and the Oklahoma. 


14:29 
CD: What was it like that evening? What rumors did you hear? 


VM: Uh, really I didn’t hear any rumors ‘cause uh I was involved in 
the uh... burn ward and uh, all our attention and everything was 
focused on the people that were-they were bringing in, uh and trying 
to treat ‘em. A lot of the time we didn’t have uh beds for ‘em. They 
just put ‘em in a floor in the hallway you know until we had space to 
put ‘em. It was just havoc all over the place. And uh ‘cause uh...the 
uh, the bay was just loaded with oil, and it was on fire, and uh those 
that did try to get out of the ships and get into the water they were 
got burned from the oil. So it’s uh...that-that was an experience I'll 
never forget, the burn ward. It was just the stench, and uh...people 
walk in from the outside and never been in a ward before, they just f- 
pass out. And uh I remember one nurse comes in from Queen 
Hospital, uh...she...passed out and the doctor-the doctor revived her, 
and he just scolded the devil out of her, which I thought was wrong. 


15:57 
CD: If you don’t mind, could you describe the condition of some of the 
patients coming into the ward? 


16:08 

VM: Uh, the majority of ‘em were really burned from, uh they say 
most of ‘em uh, body and was- wasn’t covered, uh probably the uh, 
bulk of ‘em the feet was the only thing that wasn’t burnt, uh...uh most 
of them was burned completely from head to foot. And uh, I-I just 
remember one guy, he was, to me he was hardly burned at all, and he 
went-he went to the supreme commander before the-all the others 
did. I uh just, uh turmor I guess, or tramor, or whatever it was that he 
couldn’t take it, he went away. Most of the guys uh, oh I’d say 
survived two or three days, then they were gone. 


17:07 
CD: How long were you stationed at the burn ward? 


VM: What’s that? 


CD: How long were you at the burn ward? 


17:15 

VM: I-I think two months. I’m not quite sure, it...but it seemed like it 
was about two months. I’d have to look at my records to see when I 
was-got out of there. Whatever it was, it was too long. That uh...you 
know you’re working 12-on and 12-off with the coremans, and the 
nurses, it- you forget about time. And you couldn’t get the stench off 
your body or your clothes. It’s, it just worked into you. 


17:51 
CD: Were you able to see your wife at all that- 


VM: We wasn’t married at the time. She was working at the uh 
civilian housing area, and they called it (contallment?) then, it’s a 
little... And uh, she got caught there w-while she was working. The uh, 
her fam-her family used to uh, they had luaus for the guys aboard 
ship, Yorktown mainly. And of course there was Army, Navy, Marines, 
Coast Guard there, there was just a mixture of everybody, and we all 
got along fine, no problem. But uh, the holidays, Christmas and New 
Years, Thanksgiving, was all at her house. Sometimes 30, 40, 50 
people there, most of the time. 


18:44 
CD: What’s the one thing that stands out in your mind as your 
clearest memory of that day? 


18:51 

VM: I think the clearest memory of that day was...when...the 
commanding officer assigned me to that burn ward, and I thought I’d 
never forget that as long as I live. It just devastating and it’s...I didn’t 
think I could take it either, but I did. 


19:15 

CD: What emotions did you have that day? Were you angry? Were you 
sad? Do you remember feeling anything particular one way or the 
other? 


19:22 

VM: I-I guess I was, uh really upset with the Japanese all total, 
andvery time I saw one I felt like I could kill him. Really that was my- 
that was my thought. And uh, whether they were Japanese-Americans, 
or Japanese uh period, it just didn’t make any difference, you know. I 
says, “They are my- they are our enemies,” and that’s the way I felt at 
the time. 


19:54 


CD: If you had a chance today to say something to one of those pilots? 


20:00 

VM: No, uh, I didn’t have a chance, but uh some of my friends did, 
and uh they figured they were under the same condition we were. And 
they had orders to do what they had to do, and we had orders to do 
what we had to do, and they got along real fine. The only thing I was 
really upset about was when I...uh went to the Pearl Harbor reunion 
in...1951 I think it was, uh they didn’t want us to go aboard the 
memorial, but they had the Japanese out there, and that really hurt 
everybody. We wasn’t allowed to go aboard, at the time. 


20:51 
CD: When you are out on that memorial- 


VM: What’s that? 

CD: When you are out on the memorial- 

VM: They wouldn’t let us go out there. 

CD: You never got to stand on the Arizona? 

VM: No. 

CD: Really? 

VM: Really. But they let the Japanese go that time. 

(CREW TALKS) 21:12 

21:31 

CD: I’ve been there. We have a reunion every five years over there 
and uh...oh...I guess you can say I...I’ve been up- I went through the 


tours and everything else, at the uh memorial. 


21:58 
CD: When you stand out on that memorial- 


VM: What’s that? 
CD: So you’ve been out to the memorial in your life? 
VM: No. I'd like to go there, if I ever get a chance. 


22:17 


CD: What do you think... When you think about the Arizona, and that 
day, and the Oklahoma, and those battleships that got hit, and 
everything that happened, all those men that you treated. 


22:31 

VM: I think it uh... uh most of us were assessed that uh if they came 
back, we were goners. And uh was on alert that if they did come, what 
to do, and what not to do, and everybody was armed. And uh, but uh... 
thanks to old Nakamura he changed his mind and went the other way. 
... [think his decision not to come back s-saved the island. 


23:10 
CD: Did you hear any of the rumors that night that were flying around 
the island? 


23:15 

VM: Well we had- heard that there didn’t have many planes at all... 
left uh. All our planes were...most our planes were sea planes, old 
PBYs, and uh they were devastated. Hickam field was, it lost all it- 
most of their planes, we hardly had any planes our own to -to uh fly 
really, it’s... The only thing that uh, we had a few off the ships, the 
carriers, but the defense of the island was nil as far as I’m concerned. 
We didn’t have anything to protect us. If they’d have came back they’d 
have wiped us out. 


24:04 

CD: You went outside, out of the ward, where you were able to survey 
the scene at Pearl Harbor. Could you just describe that scene to us? 
Just paint us a picture for us to visualize it. 


24:18 

VM: Well you know from hospital point, uh when that liberty boat 
comes in, you can see the whole island, and uh...what was left of it. 
Battleship row, it was completely gone. And uh you couldn’t see the 
planes itself, but-that was gone, but uh...most of the uh surrounding 
area was nothing but ships, and they were just demolished. That’s 
about all you could see, and fireballs at the time. 


24:58 
CD: Were you involved in any of the recovery efforts in the harbor? 


VM: No. After I got back uh, to my base, uh we didn’t nothing try to 
get all the ships and stations supplied with ammunition, and supplies, 
and hopefully you get those that didn’t get underway got underway. 
They was trying to get to Wake Island I guess, or...Wake Island was 


under attack at the time and....So but uh, we tried to have supplies 
ready for ‘em to go. 


(CREW INTERRUPTION) 25:44 to 26:56 
CD: When you saw the plane go down, did you actually see the pilot? 


27:02 

VM: No uh...(clears throat), uh I-I could see the cockpit but not the... 
well you see just the head, and t-the, I don’t think he was a hundred 
foot over heads when he was going down. And he crashed right on 
the, the uh, I guess you call it north side of the uh hospital area. It 
was a Zero. 


27:32 
CD: Did you see the pilot after the crash? 


VM: No. Uh, the uh, information we got came from uh the recovery 
team sent that the pilot had a ring on from the Kamehameha high 
school, and uh they presumed he was a local boy. 


27:58 
END OF TAPE 


